
Survivors of the devastating 2020 wildfires have a new place

to call home. The Jackson opened its doors to new tenants on

Monday, January 31, 2022. Community partners came together

to celebrate with a grand opening ribbon-cutting ceremony for

the newly renovated property that will provide a much-needed

option for affordable housing. 

In February 2021, Fortify Holdings entered into a master lease

agreement with Rogue Community Health, and together they

partnered with ODHS, OHCS, and ACCESS. Fortify

purchased the former America’s Best Value Inn and, in less

than a year, fully converted 84 units into efficiency

apartments. 

Through this public/private partnership, the entire building

has been reborn as The Jackson, and the new homes will be

prioritized for wildfire survivors over the next month. 

“The struggles that many families in this county have faced

over the last two years cannot be understated. It has become a

necessity that community organizations come together to offer

support. As we open this property, our goal is to provide

stability, comfort, and hope for those recovering from these

devastating losses,” said William North, CEO Rogue

Community Health. 

The Jackson is located at 518 N Riverside Ave. in Medford.

Contact ACCESS’ Center for Community Resilience at 541-

414-0318 for more information!
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Welcome to the seventh edition of Community Recovery and

Rebuilding. This is a joint newsletter from the Jackson County

Community Long-Term Recovery Group (JCC LTRG) and Reimagine &

Rebuild Rogue Valley (R3V), two coalitions that include more than 40

agencies and organizations working on our valley’s recovery from the

wildfires of 2020. Our goal is to keep the fire affected community

up-to-date and to help with individual and community recovery by

sharing available resources. To see our latest resource list, please
visit: www.jccltrg.org/resources

“The Jackson” Opens in Medford
as an Affordable Housing
Project

$420 Million Coming to Oregon
to Assist with Rebuild and
Recovery
Community Development Block Grant—Disaster Relief

(CDBG-DR) funding can be a big help for disaster recovery.

However, it is not automatically available—it requires a

special appropriation from the US Congress. That finally

happened for the 2020 Oregon wildfires last Fall, and the rules

for how to spend the funds were released in February. The

State of Oregon has been awarded over $420 million to be

spent in the counties impacted by those fires, including

Jackson County. The money can be spent on housing,

infrastructure, economic revitalization, and resilience or

“mitigation” efforts. At least 70% of the spending must

specifically help low- to moderate-income households or

individuals. In Jackson County, that means an annual income

of less than $54,560 for a family of four.

The State will submit an “Action Plan” in June, describing the

remaining unmet needs from the disaster and how proposed

programs would address those unmet needs. There was over a

billion dollars worth of housing destroyed, including over

1,800 manufactured homes that are impossible to replace at

their insured value. Helping low- and moderate-income

individuals find safe, secure permanent housing will be the

main priority, but disaster preparedness and business

development projects will also receive funding. To follow the

process and to hear about opportunities to comment, sign up to

receive updates at www.tinyurl.com/mpuusxze

R E C O V E R Y  &  R E C O N S T R U C T I O N  J O U R N A L P A G E  1

https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/housing-assistance/Pages/CDBG.aspx


V O L .  7

P A G E  2

E A R L Y  S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 2

R E C O V E R Y  &  R E C O N S T R U C T I O N  J O U R N A L

Simple Machine is Pouring the Good Stuff Again in Talent
 Talent-born and Ashland-bred Clea Arthur and her partner

Brian Denner lost their craft winery, tasting room, and a four-

year inventory of wines–but not their home on a hill above

Talent. When the smoke settled after the Almeda Fire, Simple

Machine—like so many other businesses along Highway 99—

was in ruins. Brian and Clea, co-owners of the winery, had

lost their entire business down to the last bottle! 

Since September of 2020, they’ve worked to rebuild their

winery and tasting room in their original Talent location.

Through the support of their community of vintners, they

were even able to bottle some wines while they worked to put

the pieces back in place.

On October 13th of 2021, Simple Machine was among the

first businesses in Talent to reopen. This time, Simple

Machine is in a slick new space that hosts the winery, as well

as the popular tasting room that has become a social center

for the local community.

Once Lost to the Almeda Fire, a
New Playground Rises in Phoenix
Phoenix is taking steps to ensure it will once again have a place to

come together after the tragedy it experienced. That place is Blue

Heron Park, and ground was recently broken on the new

playground.

As part of the public assistance FEMA program, 75% of the cost

to rebuild the Blue Heron Park Playground will be covered. The

remaining 25% will be granted to the city by Business Oregon.

Mayor Terry Baker says the return of the playground represents the

rising of Phoenix. The new recreation space, according to Baker,

will have “three different play structures, all up to date with all

the latest amenities including braille for children with sight

disabilities. It’s going to have ramps for children in chairs. It’s

going to have so much to offer for our kids”.

Construction will take place this spring, with a target opening date

of this July. Blue Heron Park is located at 4385 Pacific Hwy.

Since its reopening, they're starting to see businesses return to

the area, but were it not for the acts of kindness they received

several months ago from the community and other wineries,

they would not have gotten to this point. Those simple acts of

kindness can still make all the difference in the world, and

Simple Machine invites you to stop by to toast a local

business recovery!

S I M P L E  M A C H I N E  W I N E R Y  &  T A S T I N G  R O O M  I S
L O C A T E D  A T :  
7 1 7  S  P A C I F I C  H W Y ,  T A L E N T ,  O R  9 7 5 4 0

A DISASTER CASE MANAGER IS YOUR ESSENTIAL PARTNER IN RECOVERY!
 

CALL 833-669-0554 TODAY

tel:8336690554


New Floodplain Rules May Affect Those
Rebuilding near Bear Creek
New construction in areas that are at risk for flooding should always be planned carefully. Almost all mortgage lenders require borrowers

to carry flood insurance on their home whether it is “stick built” or a manufactured home. Fire survivors and property owners who are

planning to rebuild should all be aware of new rules that may have an effect on insurance rules and rates.

First, the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) formula for calculating flood plain insurance premiums has changed. The changes

are designed to better account for the actual risk of flooding and are likely to result in increases for some properties. These changes will be

phased in gradually for existing customers. However, for any new construction (even if it is a rebuild of what was there before the

fire), the new rates will kick in right away. The changes are described here: www.tinyurl.com/8ytmvr9j 

Second, there is a connection between floodplain rules and the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-DR) funds that will assist the

community for many rebuilding costs (see story on page 1). The State of Oregon has been awarded a substantial grant from the federal

government to assist with fire recovery and rebuilding. To be eligible for assistance from that program, structures must be at least 2

feet above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE). While there is still a lot of work to be done to define the CDBG-DR programs and eligibility

requirements, there is the potential that some programs will offer assistance to survivors who have already rebuilt their homes and

manufactured housing parks. 

If you live along the floodplain, you may want to take this into account when designing your new home or siting a mobile home. For

properties in the City of Talent, this is not an additional requirement, because the city already requires new construction to meet that

standard. If you want to check the BFE on your property or in a manufactured home park you are considering, you can view the

floodplain map through Jackson County'w website here:: www.tinyurl.com/3dvsxw8e
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Rebuilding from the Heart: A
conversation with Gewel Richardson
of the Jackson County Wildfire
Resiliency Permit Center 

So Gewel, what did you do before this? 

“Before working at the Wildfire Resiliency Permit Center (WRPC), I was

a zoning administrator with a local government in Locust Grove,

Georgia. I relocated to the Rogue Valley to be the Senior Planner at the

WRPC.”

How does the Permit Center help survivors? 

“The WRPC provides expedited plan review and permits for

unincorporated properties affected by the Almeda and South Obenchain

fires. In the office we have Trina Scobey, our Permit Technician, and

myself, the Senior Planner. Trina and I come into work each day with a

goal of helping the community get back to normal.”

What called you to this work? 

“My love for community and being able to help citizens get back on

their feet, especially during these times, brought me here. I love seeing

communities develop. The most rewarding part of the work is when

individuals can walk out our door with their building permits in hand.”

How many people have passed through the center? 

“We typically interact with many people daily, whether in person or

over the phone. We are helping survivors regularly and are working

with more each day. As grant money becomes available through the

WRPC, we hope to see more faces in here.”

$5.7 million in fire-hardening grants will be coming into Jackson

County for people who are “building back better”. Will the WRPC be

a place where people can apply for those funds?

“We will be dispersing those funds at some point. We hope the WRPC

will be the ones to handle that, and we may have the opportunity to do

that, but the rules are still being finalized.” 

More information about the Fire Hardening Grant Program

can be found at www.tinyurl.com/2jtmwtkf 

To express interest in these grants (they are first come,

first served) sign up here: www.tinyurl.com/bdf7t2cu 

Gewel Richardson (left) and Trina
Scobey (right) work at the
Wildfire Resiliency Permit
Center, which is open Monday-
Friday from 8am-4pm. The office
is located at 808 West Main
Street in Medford 

Energy Trust Offers Rebuilding
Incentives for New Home
Construction
Energy Trust’s Residential Single‐Family Construction

Program provides incentives ranging from $1,200 to

$6,000 to builders and owner‐builders for constructing

homes that are built more efficiently than the residential

energy code requires. The program allows for any

efficiency improvements in the home to count towards a

performance‐based incentive: in simpler terms, the more

energy efficient the home, the higher the possible cash

incentive! Additionally, homeowners benefit from the EPS

sheet that is issued on every home, providing owners with

insights on the home's monthly and annual estimated

utility bills, energy use and generation, plus its carbon

footprint. The residential new construction program

offers:

• Performance-based cash incentives based

on energy efficiency above code

construction, including enhanced incentives

for early design assistance

• Additional cash incentives for the

installation of solar electric systems

• No‐cost training, engineering review, and

field support for advanced building practices

and technologies

• Site verification, quality assurance, and

documentation of compliance for 3rd party

certification  

For more information contact Karen Chase of Energy

Trust at Karen.chase@energytrust.org or on their

website: www.tinyurl.com/mr3xbd97


